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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia ,  October  5th,  1864. 


Rev.  E.  E.  Adams, 

Dear  Pastor: — We  have  been  directed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  North  Broad  Street  Presbyterian  Church  to  request  of  you,  for 
publication,  your  sermon  preached  at  the  dedication  of  the  church  edifice 
on  Sabbath  evening  last.  In  performing  this  duty  assigned  us  by  the  Board, 
we  desire  t6  express  our  own  hopes  that  you  will  find  no  reason  to  refuse 
their  request. 

Very  truly  and  affectionately  yours,  &c. 

THOMAS  CARSON, 
WILLIAM  C.  LOGAN, 
THOMAS  H.  WOOD. 


Philadelphia,  October  \lth,  1864. 

Messrs.  Thos.  Carson,  Wm.  C.  Logan  and  Thos.  H.  Wood. 

j Dear  Brethren: — My  judgment  is  not  altogether  in  favor  of 
publishing  the  sermon,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  kindly  requested,  but  I 
submit  it  to  your  wishes,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  a  way-mark  in  the 
history  of  our  church,  a  reminder  to  us  and  to  our  children,  of  the  labors 
through  which  we  have  gone,  and  of  the  success  with  which  the  Divine 
Goodness  has  blessed  them. 

Yours  affectionately, 

E.  E.  ADAMS, 
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SERMON. 


Deuteronomy  xxxii,  3.— Ascribe  Ye  Greatness  unto  Our  God. 


These  words  are  in  the  song  composed  for  Israel  by  Moses  just 
before  God  called  him  to  die. 

He  reviews  the  dealings,  magnifies  the  power  and  goodness  of 
G-od,  and,  rising  in  sublime  prophecy,  pronounces  blessings  on  the 
tribes,  looking  down  through  their  history  to  the  last  days.  The  text 
contains  the  burden  of  the  song — “Ascribe  ye  greatness  unto  ouv 
G-od.”  So  grand  is  the  theme  that  the  holy  bard  calls  on  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  to  hear  his  words,  while  he  publishes  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  God  is  Great. 

There  are  many  kinds  or  modes  of  greatness;  a  planet,  the  sun, 
tbe  solar  system,  is  great  in  the  occupancy  of  space.  But,  without 
materiality  and  expansion,  God  fills  all  space  at  once.  This  truth 
confounds  our  ideas  of  extension,  and  of  the  philosophy  of  things. 
The  omnipresence  of  God  is  a  marvellous  attribute  of  greatness. 

There  is  greatness  of  action,  of  executive  power.  Samson  and 
David,  Alexander  and  Columbus  were  great  in  action.  But  in  this 
there  are  distinctions.  The  might  of  Samson  was  barbaric.  He 
bad  not  genius  to  control  it.  He  became  the  gigantic  sport-maker  of 
bis  enemies.  Tbe  greatness  of  Alexander,  and  of  Csesar,  was  of  a 
bigber  type — more  intellectual.  Columbus  was  greater  than  either; 
be  won  a  continent  without  blood,  for  humanity,  not  for  himself.  Tbe 
greatness  of  David  and  of  Paul  reared  itself  on  tbe  basis  of  religion. 
Through  all  their  activities — world-wide  and  stupendous — glowed  and 
pulsated  zeal  for  God.  Greatness  of  character  rises  above  all  other. 
The  verdict  of  mankind  is  in  favor  of  goodness,  of  principle.  Motive 
and  character  stamped  greatness  on  Fabrieius,  Franklin,  Fenelon 
and  Washington. 
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The  greatness  of  God  is  peculiar  to  himself.  He  is  not  made  up  of 
qualities  which  render  him  infinite.  Every  quality  of  his  being  is 
infinite.  All  combined  are  no  more — each  alone  is  no  less.  His 
omnipresence,  his  omniscience,  his  omnipotence,  involves  each  the 
other,  and  yet  each  is  distinct  from  all  the  rest.  This  is  essential  to  the 
creative,  the  infinite  spirit.  Herein  the  fact  of  spiritual  being  involves 
that  of  greatness.  For  that  must  be  great  which  pervades  other  life 
without  being  a  part  of  it;  which  originates  life,  and  without  which 
life  would  die.  That  is  great  which  is  absolutely  life.  Hence 
the  fact  of  being,  as  God  is,  impresses  us  with  a  sense  of  his  greatness. 
“I  am”  is  his  name!  That  is,  life  independent,  without  beginning  to 
be,  without  ceasing  to  be,  entirely  free  from  all  contingencies  of  life. 

Now,  whatever  be  the  impression  of  others  when  they  attempt  to 
think  of  God  in  this  view — as  being — separate,  essentially  and  of 
necessity,  from  all  other  existence,  yet  so  present  with  all  other 
as  to  pervade  it,  control  it,  never  lose  sight  of  it,  I  confess  that  it 
does  fill  my  own  mind  with  unutterable  impressions  of  his  greatness. 
I  cannot  comprehend  Him.  I  apprehend  something  about  Him;  lean 
see  what  He  is  not ,  if  I  cannot  know  what  He  is,  and  if  He  is  not 
what  I  comprehend  when  I  take  into  my  thought  all  that  man  is,  and 
all  that  nature  is,  He  must  be  greater;  and  if  my  imagination  goes 
forth  to  other  ranks  of  being,  to  other  power,  and  wisdom,  above 
nature  and  above  man,  and  still  demands  a  power  and  a  life  which 
originate  and  control  them;  that  Being — that  life  must  be  greater  still 
— above  all  that  I  can  grasp,  or  imagine;  and  so  He  is  not  what  I 
have  thought — not  what  I  have  apprehended.  That  is  to  say,  He  is 
not  finite,  and,  as  I  cannot  comprehend  the  infinite,  I  cannot  have  a 
distinct  or  complete  idea  of  God.  I  find  that  He  is,  and  that  his  is 
the  supreme  life.  I  learn  that  He  is  a  spirit,  almighty  and  most 
glorious,  but  I  cannot  compass  his  life.  I  can  only  live  and  move 
and  think  in  his  life ,  which  embraces  and  nurtures  mine.  Each  one 
of  us  takes  in,  at  every  respiration,  a  portion  of  the  deep  atmosphere. 
We  are  filled  with  it;  but  we  do  not  comprehend  it.  Neither  do  we 
so  possess  a  portion  of  it  as  to  diminish  the  mighty  whole.  After  the 
existence  and  death  of  the  world’s  millions,  there  is  no  more,  no  less, 
in  the  great  aereal  ocean,  than  when  the  sun  first  triumphed  over  the 
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reign  of  chaos !  God  is  being — beyond  the  possibility  of  addition  and 
subtraction.  We  only  exist.  We  stand  up  out  of  his  being,  and 
fall  back  into  its  depth.  We  emerge  from  the  great  sea,  look  about  us 
a  moment,  and  disappear  in  its  mystery.  Ours  is  only  existence — his 
is  life,  without  origin,  without  change,  and  therefore  without  end. 

What  can  more  tremendously  impress  the  thoughtful  mind — 
surrounded,  as  it  is,  by  forms  of  existence  so  evanescent,  forms  whose 
life  depends  on  all  other  life,  and  is  modified  and  resisted  by  the  living 
and  the  dying  of  its  contemporaries — than  to  be  brought  into  the 
presence  of  the  only  Being  whose  life  is  in  himself;  who  lives  in  spite 
of  all  change — the  same  amid  the  stable  and  the  fleeting  things  of 
time — every  attribute  a  form  of  infinity,  every  volition  original  and 
omnipotent,  every  thought  compassing  and  possessing  all  life ! 

But  there  are  other  views  of  God,  which,  to  most  minds  may  be 
more  expressive  proofs  of  his  greatness. 

I. — His  Works. 

The  system  of  material  things,  which  we  behold  is  neither 
underived,  self-created,  nor  self-sustained.  “In  the  beginning  God 
created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,”  and  He  now  “upholds  all  things 
by  the  word  of  his  power.”  There  are  great  things  in  this  system. 

No  mere  creature  could  have  originated  the  conception  of 
physical  nature, — of  what  we  see  and  what  we  are.  To  design  them ; 
to  send  forth  into  life  and  action  such  forms  of  grandeur;  to  keep 
them  within  their  bounds;  to  give  them  their  velocity  and  force;  to 
restrain  their  floods  and  fires;  to  endow  them  with  sublime  freedom, 
and  yet  hold  them  forever  to  the  permanence  of  law;  to  keep  up 
their  incessant,  wondrous  motions,  and  yet  prevent  collision;  to  make 
life  and  death,  beautifully  mingled,  minister  to  each  other;  and  so  by 
dissolution,  keep  agoing  the  mighty  wheels  of  existence — is  none  other 
than  the  work  of  God.  He  must  be  great  who  “  holds  the  ocean  in 
his  hollow  hand,”  and  at  the  same  time,  with  a  conscious  purpose, 
fills  the  dew-drop  with  light;  who  leads  forth  Orion  and  the  Pleiades 
in  their  far  journeys,  and  gives  the  glow-worm  its  evening  ray.  The 
works  of  God  not  only  speak  of  his  power,  but  of  his  wisdom  and  his 
knowledge.  To  have  adapted  every  object  in  the  outset,  to  all  its 
future  revelations  and  history;  to  render  every  purpose  of  his  mind 
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absolutely  certain  of  its  developement,  notwithstanding  all  conflicting 
agencies,  was  to  have  foreseen  all  things,  and  given  them  just  the 
course  which  they  would  run  forever.  Among  men,  he  is  great  who 
can  accomplish  what  his  fellows  cannot  do;  whose  prowess,  or  fore¬ 
sight,  whose  authority  or  wealth  or  learning  renders  him  a  leader. 
Some  are  great  in  physical  strength,  some  in  martial  skill  and  bravery, 
some  for  insight  and  statesmanship,  some  in  the  power  of  fascinating 
men,  some  for  their  stupendous  enterprise,  and  some  for  their  lofty 
conceptions.  This  man  has  the  greatness  of  action,  that  of  purpose, 
another  of  endurance.  Some  sway  the  passions,  and  others  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  multitude.  Some  can  govern  in  peace,  others  in  war. 
One  is  great  in  law,  another  in  history,  another  still  in  finance.  Now, 
if  you  put  all  these  qualities  together  and  conceive  of  them  as  infinite, 
shall  I  say  that  you  have  even  a  remote  apprehension  of  God  T 

Think  of  power  from  the  constant  energy  of  which  not  a  single 
thing  in  all  the  universe  is  ever  exempt;  of  knowledge  which  encircles 
within  its  conscious  dominion  every  possible  being;  of  authority  that 
originates  all  law  and  abides  in  all  law;  of  opulence  from  whose  sum 
not  a  grain  can  be  subtracted,  to  which  nothing  can  be  added;  of 
universality  with  minutest  concentration;  of  all  worlds  and  beings, 
lying  clear  and  complete  in  the  thought,  and  the  whole  subject  to  the  will 
of  a  single  Being;  of  all  things  in  repose  until  He  sets  them  in  motion; 
of  all  things  moving  until  He  gives  them  rest;  the  life  of  all  the 
planets;  the  thoughts  and  plans  and  activities  of  all  men;  the  destinies 
of  all  angels,  fallen  and  enthroned,  dependent  on  his  thought!  “Lo, 
these  are  parts  of  his  ways.”  “Who  by  searching  can  find  out  God?” 

We  have  found  in  our  effort  to  reach  God  by  ascent  of  thought 
through  the  ranks  of  existence  above  us,  that  we  are  obliged  to  stop  at 
a  certain  finite  limit,  aud  say — God  is  beyond  this.  He  is  here  indeed, 
but  this  is  not  God.  If  we  descend  to  the  last  and  lowest  organism 
in  the  universe,  we  are  obliged  also  to  stop;  and  we  feel  and  know  that 
infinely  beyond  it — is  God.  Our  minds  thus  swing  in  the  great  con¬ 
cave  from  a  point  far  up  in  the  scale  of  being,  to  a  point  as  far  down¬ 
ward,  and  infinitely  beyond  each  solstice  to  which  our  imagination  or 
our  reason  rolls, — is  God  !  And  it  is  as  much  a  proof  of  his  greatness, 
that  he  makes  perfect  organic  beings  so  small  that  millions  may  sport 
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in  a  drop  of  dew  as  is  the  creation  of  Mont  Blanc  or  a  world.  And 
it  impresses  me  beyond  expression,  that  whatever  line  in  the  universe 
I  follow,  whether  it  be  into  the  systems  which  no  arithmetic  can  com¬ 
pute,  and  no  science  can  measure,  or  into  the  minute  forms  which  no 
microscope  can  reveal,  I  fiud  the  tokens  of  God.  If  he  has  written 
his  name  in  worlds  through  the  kingdom  of  space,  he  has  traced  it 
also  on  the  flower  that  hides  its  gentle  eye  in  the  hedge-row,  and  on 
the  insect  that  builds  its  coral  palace  in  the  sea! 

II. — The  manner  of  his  creating  demonstrates  his 

GREATNESS. 

It  is  no  small  thing  to  have  planned  and  erected  a  structure  like 
this  in  which  we  worship.  The  taste  and  skill  and  perseverance  of 
those  immediately  concerned  in  the  work,  are  to  be  greatly  commended. 
But  how  slow  and  painful  has  been  the  process.  Stones  have  been 
cut  from  the  quarry,  and  borne  hither  by  water  and  over  land;  then 
they  were  hewn,  shaped,  adjusted,  and  piled  up  from  the  foundation 
to  the  summit.  Materials  have  been  gathered  from  every  quarter 
of  the  world  and  wrought  into  the  walls,  the  windows,  the  organ, 
the  pews  and  pulpit.  Plans  have  been  formed  and  rejected;  work 
has  been  done  and  removed;  mistakes  have  been  made  and 
corrected;  care  has  been  expended;  days  and  nights  have  witnessed 
the  study  and  invention  of  architect,  builders  and  superintendents ; 
and  now,  after  the  labor  and  thought  of  three  years,  we  are  just 
able  to  occupy  it,  while  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  before  it  shall 
stand  complete  in  the  eyes  of  men.  Nor  is  this  a  strange  fact  in  the 
history  of  human  achievements.  It  is  what  we  are  taught  to  expect; 
probably  it  is  best. 

But  how  different  with  God !  When  He  would  form  this  earth, 
and  yonder  heavens,  filling  the  one  with  stupendous  and  minutest 
forms  of  life;  and  the  other  with  planets,  suns,  and  systems — “piles 
of  crystal  light ”  in  the  mighty  empire  of  space — He  Spake,  and 
it  was  done  ! 

Add  now  to  what  we  have  already  said,  the  fact  and  the  methods 
of  Divine  Providence,  and  we  shall  see  something  of  our  Creator’s 
greatness.  Such  a  being  must  govern.  The  fitness  of  things  demands 
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it.  And  what  is  it  to  rule  the  universe  of  matter  and  of  mind — so 
vast,  so  varied,  so  full  of  conflicting  elements? 

It  requires  God  himself  to  govern  the  single  element  of  fire. 
But  for  the  presence  of  his  law — or  which  is  the  same  thing,  the 
momentary  control  of  matter  in  all  its  forms — what  would  prevent  a 
universal  conflagration  ?  Would  not  the  harmony  of  the  atmosphere 
be  invaded — flames  leap  from  its  convulsed  depth,  and  sweep  through 
the  nations?  And,  but  for  the  bounds  which  He  gives  the  ocean,  how 
long  would  it  be  ere  its  mighty  tides  were  rolling  over  all  the  con¬ 
tinents  ?  Or  if  He  were  to  retire  from  the  systems  that  march  in 
sublime  concord  through  the  firmament;  would  there  not  be  war 
among  the  planets,  world  rushing  into  world,  until  all  space  were 
darkened  by  their  ruins  ?  Or,  if  He  did  not  keep  in  balance  the  aerial 
forces,  would  not  the  globe  become  the  sport  of  whirl-winds  and 
annihilating  storms? 

III. — In  the  universe  oe  mind  his  government  indicates 

HIS  GREATNESS. 

All  this  mind  is  wholly  under  the  control  of  God.  The 
brighest  angel,  and  the  darkest  fiend,  are  alike  subject  to  law, 
and  they  work  out  the  will  of  God — the  one  laboring  toward  it  in 
holy,  happy,  willing  service;  the  other  by  compulsion,  in  hate  and 
resistance — for  He  causes  the  wrath  of  all  wicked  beings  to  praise  Him. 
And  nothing  so  sets  forth  his  sovereignty  as  his  complete  government 
of  mind  and  will .  It  is  comparatively  easy  to  control  mute  matter. 
We  can  enslave  the  elements  and  take  advantage  of  their  majestic 
power  and  action.  But  our  dominion  over  other  minds  is  slight  and 
reciprocal.  They  rule  us  as  we  do  them.  But  to  reign  over  voluntary 
agents,  over  worlds  of  rational  beings  so  as  to  secure  his  own  purpose 
equally,  whether  they  willingly  serve,  or  whether,  with  all  their  force 
of  will,  they  resist  his  plans  and  his  authority,  is  only  the  prerogative 
of  God. 

XV. — God  is  great  in  proportion  to  the  dignity  and 

INTELLIGENCE  OF  HIS  KINGDOM. 

It  embraces  not  only  things  but  beings — not  a  world  of  children, 
and  of  unreasoning  creatures,  but  the  highest  intelligences  and  noblest 
moral  natures.  It  is  great  to  govern  a  globe,  to  possess  and  dispose  of 
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all  wealth,  to  originate  and  uphold  all  material  being,  hut  infinitely 
greater  to  govern  spirits,  and  so  to  rule  them  that  innumerable  mil¬ 
lions  are  happier  to  live  under  such  a  Being  than  to  be  released 
therefrom;  and  that  other  millions,  though  rebels,  cannot  disturb  his 
throne,  nor  disappoint  any  of  his  purposes;  so  to  rule  them  that  their 
hatred  and  resistance,  and  deep  schemes  of  evil  do  as  really  contribute 
to  the  glory  of  his  Government,  as  do  the  submission  and  love  of  filial 
and  holy  beings.  They  illustrate  alike  the  qualities  that  make  Him 
worthy  to  reign. 

Y. — The  greatness  of  God  consists  of  the  moral  quali¬ 
ties  WHICH  MAKE  UP  HIS  CHARACTER  AND  DIRECT  THE  INTERESTS 
OF  HIS  GOVERNMENT. 

Were  He  only  almighty,  or  allwise;  did  He  possess  no  attribute 
but  omnipresence,  and  omniscience,  we  might  tremble  before  Him, 
but  we  could  not  love.  He  would  not  be  a  perfect  governor.  His 
character  would  not  address  itself  to  our  reason  or  our  hearts.  He 
would  not  be  equal  to  the  dominion  of  the  universe.  We  might  be 
driven  by  his  terrors  to  an  outward  obedience ;  we  could  not  be  won 
to  complacency  and  reconciliation.  But  our  God  is  great  in  justice 
and  goodness.  His  infinite  power  is  never  moved  to  action  but  by 
righteousness  and  love.  If  “  the  mountains  quake  at  Him  and  the 
hills  melt,  and  the  earth  is  burned  at  his  presence/’  it  is  to  redeem 
his  people  from  oppression,  and  to  devour  the  wicked  like  stubble. 
If  “  he  covereth  himself  with  light  as  with  a  garment,  and  stretcheth  out 
the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  making  the  clouds  his  chariot  and  walking 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind — He  also  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  valleys 
to  give  drink  to  every  beast  of  the  field.”  If  “  He  make  darkness  His 
pavilion,  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies;  if  He  thunder 
from  the  heavens  and  bow  them  beneath  his  feet,  it  is  because  He 
comes  to  draw  his  servant  out  of  many  waters  and  prevent  him  in  the 
day  of  his  calamity.” 

VI. — The  MAGNITUDE  OF  HIS  GIFTS  EVIDENCES  THE  GREAT¬ 
NESS  of  God. 

When  we  begin  to  enumerate  and  to  measure  these,  we  are  over¬ 
whelmed  by  their  number  and  extent.  He  has  set  man  at  the  head 
of  his  creatures  and  given  him  their  use  and  enjoyment.  What  is 
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there  among  the  treasures  of  earth  that  man  does  not  call  his  cwn  ? 
All  sheep  and  oxen  are  his;  the  fowls  of  the  air,  the  abundance  of  the 
seas,  all  metals  and  gems,  the  teeming  produce  of  field  and  forest  and 
flood.  The  air  supplies  his  breath,  the  earth  and  waters  supply  his 
food,  the  firmament  gives  him  light.  Fire  is  his  slave;  the  ocean  spreads 
out  its  azure  floor  as  his  pathway  of  wealth  and  pleasure;  clouds  pour 
down  their  fountains  of  refreshment  for  him  and  his;  electric  forces 
vitalize  his  brsath,  and  speed  his  chariots  over  land  and  sea.  The  seasons 
come  and  go  for  him,  and  the  whole  wondrous  play  of  celestial  and 
terrestrial  forces  goes  on  as  a  ministry  to  his  wants  and  wishes.  All 
these  are  the  gifts  of  God.  He  made  them,  He  directs  them,  He 
perpetuates  them,  and  they  are  proofs  of  the  bounty  and  the  greatness 
of  their  author. 

But  this  branch  of  our  subject  comes  better  under  another  head, 
namely : — 

VII. — The  plan  of  redemption,  which,  more  than  all 

THINGS  ELSE,  REVEALS  THE  DIVINE  GREATNESS. 

The  moral  universe  never  felt  so  great  a  shock  as  when  sin 
entered  into  it.  The  relations  of  moral  natures  never  had  such  a  jar 
and  convulsion;  the  affinities  of  matter  even  were  disturbed,  and  the 
equipoise  of  creation  was  threatened.  But  the  greatest  evil  resulting 
from  the  event  was  in  the  dishonor  it  cast  on  the  Divine  Government 
and  character.  The  question  was  started,  whether  God  were  able  to 
preserve  the  primeval  condition  of  his  world;  whether  a  power  had 
not  burst  upon  the  universe  that  would  ultimately  dethrone  Him;  or, 
failing  to  do  that,  fill  the  moral  kingdom  with  doubt  about  his 
holiness;  or  in  case  his  sovereignty  and  holiness  survive,  whether  the 
whole  race  of  mortals  must  not  perish  and  creation  be  a  failure! 
When  sin  entered  among  the  beings  whom  God  had  made,  it  struck  at 
the  centre  of  life.  Its  discords  were  not  felt  alone  among  material 
forces,  but  they  vibrated  through  all  the  thoughts  and  emotions  of 
moral  beings.  The  blow  it  gave  shook  the  mighty  foundations  of 
rectitude  and  security  beneath  the  realm  of  souls!  To  restore 
the  fallen  glory,  to  readjust  the  disordered  and  repellent  forces 
demanded  more  than  power,  more  than  wisdom.  The  statesmanship 
and  diplomacy  of  all  finite  mind  could  not  meet  the  demand.  A 
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remedy  must  be  found  that  could  satisfy  law,  and  justice,  and  mercy. 
That  could  meet  the  claims  of  Government,  the  rights  of  the  Sovereign,, 
and  the  wants  of  the  fallen  race.  Judgment  and  righteousness  must 
sit  on  the  throne;  and  mercy  too  have  its  full  and  free  illustration. 
The  sinner  must  be  condemned,  and  yet  delivered  from  the  curse. 
The  Governor  must  remain  inexorably  just,  and  yet  bless  a  guilty, 
dying  race  with  clemency !  Difficult  as  all  this  was  to  finite  wisdom 
and  benevolence,  it  was  not  so  with  God.  And  what  did  He  do?  “  The 
word  was  God,  and  the  word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.” 
Man  was  taken  into  union  with  Divinity — the  subject  with  the  Sover- 
'  eign.  “  I  and  my  Father  are  one  !”•  The  man  becomes  the  Son  of  God. 
He  dies  for  the  law.  Justice  strikes  its  blow  and  is  satisfied.  The 
obedience  and  the  suffering  vindicate  Government,  meet  the  Divine 
sense  of  right,  satisfy  human  conscience,  win  hardened  hearts,  fill  up 
the  distance  between  the  sinner  and  the  Law-giver,  bring  about 
reconciliation,  save  the  holiness  of  God,  save  the  repenting  sinner — “so 
that  God  can  be  just,  and  yet  the  justifier  of  him  that  believeth.”  This 
is  God’s  greatest  work — making  known  his  mercy,  redeeming  the  lost 
world.  “Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness — God  was  manifest  in 
the  flesh,  seen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  testified  of  the 
spirit,  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory!” 

Now  let  us  bring  into  compact  view  what  we  have  been  saying  of 
God,  that  our  minds  and  hearts  may  be  filled  with  the  noblest  concep¬ 
tion  of  which  we  are  capable,  namely,  a  conception  of  the  Divine 
greatness.  And  what  is  it  to  think  of  God  as  He  deserves — as  he  is? 
For  we  can  think  of  Him,  though  we  cannot  comprehend  Him.  We 
have  said  that  He  is  not  only  infinite,  but  that  infinity  belongs  to  every 
attribute  of  his  being.  His  wisdom,  his  love,  his  power,  is  each  a 
form  of  his  infinity — not  a  distinct  division  of  his  infinitude,  but  each 
occupying  all;  self-existent,  coexisting,  unbounded,  eternal,  separate 
in  their  relations  to  us,  but  one  in  essence  and  energy,  so  that  the  same 
attribute  and  act  of  God  may,  without  change  and  without  contradiction, 
appear  by  its  difference  of  view,  to  different  orders  of  being,  and  to 
diverse  moral  characters,  altogether  another  reality  to  this  than  it  does 
to  that  observing  mind.  “  Severity  in  our  view  may  be  clemency  as 
angels  regard  it.  That  which  to  us  is  change  may  to  them  be  sublime 
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stability.  What  we  admire  as  an  exhibition  of  love,  they  may  adore 
as  the  depth  of  mystery  !” 

The  difficulty  both  with  us  and  with  angels  is,  that  we  cannot 
find  a  comparison  by  which  to  measure  any  attribute  of  God.  We 
must  look  at  each  in  its  peerless  grandeur,  like  an  Alpine  summit  hid 
among  the  stars,  while  all  around  its  base  is  a  boundless,  level  plain. 
Or  contemplate  it  in  such  relation  to  its  kindred  infinities  as  to  afford 
us  no  analogy,  no  point,  nor  line  of  direction  and  measurement.  From 
each  spot,  as  from  a  halting-place  in  the  desert,  or  from  a  lone  ocean 
isle,  we  look  off  over  the  infinite,  and  it  is  height  or  depth,  or  length 
or  breadth  to  us,  according  to  our  point  of  observation  and  the  direction 
in  which  we  turn.  As  when  we  gaze  toward  the  zenith  in  our  heavensy 
the  line  of  our  vision  extends  to  the  nadir  of  the  Tartars,  and  when 
we  turn  our  eye  downward,  it  is  in  the  range  of  their  zenith  !  Thus 
when  we  think  of  God,  we  find  seeming  paradox.  “He  has  universal 
presence  without  local  extension;  He  lives  forever  without  succession 
of  periods,  for  eternity  is  to  Him  as  a  moment  is  to  us — forever  now  1 
His  infinite  power  is  exerted  in  finite  action;  He  is  absolutely  free, 
yet  under  inexorable  necessity  of  right.  His  decrees  are  from  ever¬ 
lasting,  but  in  effect  forever  new;  His  activities  are  unbounded, 
universal,  and  yet  within  Him  is  perfect,  eternal  repose.”  His  holiness 
is  without  a  shadow,  and  yet  His  world  is  filled  with  the  deepest  de¬ 
pravity.  His  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens,  while  his  justice 
marks  every  sin.  He  rules  absolutely  all  thought,  all  life,  but  in  such 
a  way  that  his  authority  interferes  not  with  man’s  conscious  liberty. 
He  is  a  spirit  whom  no  man  hath  seen,  and  yet  He  has  revealed  him¬ 
self  in  human  form,  taken  a  personality  like  ours,  so  that  he  who  “hath 
seen  the  Son  hath  seen  the  Father” — the  fulness  of  his  glory,  “the 
express  image  of  his  person !”  Ascribe  ye  greatness  unto  our 
God. 

REMARKS. 

1. — In  view  op  the  greatness  op  God  we  may  well 

ADMIRE  HIS  CONDESCENSION. 

No  thought  of  man  can  attain  unto  God.  Among  the  myriads  of 
his  creatures  He  dwells  fearfully  alone,  a  pure,  uncompounded  spirit, 
dread,  mysterious,  most  invisible  of  beings,  unconfined  by  the  universe 
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in  which  He  dwells,  unapproachable  by  angels,  possessing  boundless 

opulence  of  power,  wisdom,  majesty,  and  holiness — “  the  awful,  the 

infinite  Grod!”  But  this  is  He  who  condescends  to  actuate  whatever 

lives.  He  is  not  ashamed  of  his  creatures ;  He  hath  respect  unto  the 

works  of  His  own  hand.  He  hears  the  penitent  cry;  “  He  will  not 

break  the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.”  “  Like  as  a 

father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  Him.” 

“He  bids  His  awful  chariot  roll 
Far  downward  from  the  skies, 

To  visit  every  humble  soul 
With  pity  in  His  eyes.” 

It  is  the  compassion  of  Grod  that  endears  him  to  our  hearts. 
The  eagle  soaring  in  upper  air  is  a  sublime  object;  but  when  he  cuts 
his  way  through  the  clouds  and  stoops  with  parental  tenderness  over 
his  nestlings,  the  glory  of  love  enhances  his  sublimity. 

0  G-od,  great  as  Thou  art,  and  full  of  majesty,  Thou  dost  not 
close  thine  eye  to  our  griefs,  nor  withdraw  thy  hand  from  our  way¬ 
ward  feet.  Thou  dost  pity  our  ignorance,  and  hear  with  our  follies. 
Thou  dost  not  turn  from  us,  nor  refuse  to  pardon;  nor  reproach  us 
when  we  seek  wisdom;  nor  chill  us  with  frowns  when  our  hearts  aspire 
after  holiness;  nor  leave  us  to  fall  un cheered  on  the  war-fields  of  faith; 
nor  let  us  labor  without  reward  when  we  minister  to  thy  children ;  nor 
involve  our  spirits  in  darkness  when  we  would  go  to  Thee  in  the  name 
of  Jesus;  nor  wave  a  rebuking  hand  to  sinners  when  in  sorrow,  but  in 
faith,  they  set  their  faces  toward  thy  throne ;  nor  forget  the  crushed 
and  holy  whom  the  world  scorns;  the  poor  saint  who  has  given  all  for 
Christ;  the  rich  believer  who  is  willing  to  give  all;  the  godly  father 
bending  in  agony  over  a  wayward  son;  the  worn  mother  striving  to 
give  up  the  idol  whom  the  angel  has  come  to  call  to  heaven;  the 
martyr,  who,  unobserved  of  men,  walks  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after 
the  spirit.  From  “the  high  and  holy  place,”  down  through  the  armies 
of  heaven,  through  fields  of  planets  and  suns  dost  Thou  come  to  accept 
the  sacrifice  of  a  broken  heart ;  to  release  the  struggling  spirit  of  a 
♦  pauper  or  a  slave;  to  hear  the  last  prayer  of  a  dying  penitent;  to  pour 
the  glory  of  thy  throne  on  the  pathway  of  a  little  wanderer  through 
the  valley  of  death ;  to  be  a  father  to  the  orphan  whom  death  or  sin 
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has  cast  solitary  on  the  shore  of  life’s  troubled  sea;  nay,  to  lift  the 
fallen  sparrow,  and  to  let  the  crushed  but  uncomplaining  worm  breathe 
out  its  poor  life  in  thy  hand.  “This  God  is  our  God  forever  and 
ever.”  It  is  He  that  openeth  the  many  mansions  and  giveth  the  crown 
of  righteousness.  By  his  “exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  are 
we  made  partakers  of  the  Divine  nature.”  Even  now,  “  though  we  see 
Him  not,”  neither  the  things  which  are  eternal,  yet  “believing  we  rejoice 
with  joy  unspeakable.”  For  “  we  are  come  unto  Mount  Zion,  unto  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  the  city  of  the  living  God,  and  unto  an 
innumerable  company  of  angels;  unto  the  general  assembly  and  church 
of  the  first-born;  and  unto  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and 
unto  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  unto  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new 
covenant,  and  unto  the  blood  of  sprinkling  which  speaketh  better 
things  than  Abel.” 

2. — In  the  light  of  this  subject  sin  assumes  a  tremen¬ 
dous  PROPORTION  ! 

If  in  sinning  we  resisted  only  the  power,  or  trifled  with  the 
wisdom  of  God,  or  defied  his  justice,  it  were  wise  and  safe  and  reasonable 
that  we  should  accuse  ourselves  and  return  to  Him  with  sorrow.  But 
now  all  his  power  and  wisdom,  his  justice  and  benevolence,  his  mercy 
and  his  holiness  combined,  make  up  the  argument  that  should  convict 
us  and  fill  us  with  shame  before  the  moral  universe. 

Such  is  our  nature,  that  in  spite  of  its  depravity,  we  honor 
wisdom,  commend  justice,  admire  greatness,  and  are  moved  by  love. 
No  human  being  so  interests  us  as  the  man  of  gigantic  intellect,  noble 
mein,  large  possession,  and  extended  authority,  when  these  qualities 
are  attended  with  harmony  of  character,  and  graced  with  meekness, 
condescension  and  love.  A  few  of  these  qualities  rendered  Burke  the 
idol  of  English  society,  and  Washington  almost  divine.  It  were  a  sin 
in  any  man  not  to  admire  and  love  such  beings !  How  great  then  is 
the  guilt  of  him  who  will  not  worship  the  infinite  God !  Who  is  not 
awed  by  his  holiness,  trembles  not  at  his  power,  melts  not  before  his 
goodness !  Who  feels  no  moral  attraction  towards  the  Being  in  whom 
all  sublime  and  lovely  attributes  are  blended  in  celestial,  ineffable  glory. 

And  if  the  sinner’s  guilt  is  great,  so  is  his  danger.  It  is  not  safe 
to  provoke  the  wrath  of  a  fellow  man,  or  excite  the  rage  of  an 
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irrational  creature.  But  the  sinner  rushes  upon  the  armor  of  the 
Almighty  and  risks  a  blow  from  his  Omnipotence.  He  trifles  with 
all  God’s  attributes,  casting  dishonor  on  Him  as  a  Being,  as  a  King,  as 
Father, — and  law  and  righteousness  demand  that  God  should  finally 
“pour  out  his  wrath  upon  him  like  water ;”  that  He  should  “rain  snares 
upon  him  and  cover  him  with  confusion !  ” 

3. — Finally,  if  God  be  so  great,  he  deserves  from  us  a 

WHOLE  WORSHIP. 

Moses  felt  the  grandeur  of  his  theme  when  he  sang  the  song  of 
which  our  text  is  a  part.  He  called  on  the  heavens  and  the  earth  to 
hear  his  words,  the  name  which  he  would  publish  would  give  grace  and 
beauty  to  his  speech,  and  richness  to  his  thoughts.  We  see  in  the 
style  of  his  song,  that  with  all  his  freedom  of  utterance  and  glow  of 
emotion,  Moses  gave  his  mind  to  the  composition.  It  is  full  of  weighty 
thought,  tasteful,  compact,  vigorous,  varied,  appropriate,  impressive. 
He  felt  that  the  service  of  God  demanded  all  his  powers  and  endow¬ 
ments.  The  name  of  the  Lord  inspired  his  soul,  fired  his  genius, 
quickened  his  imagination  and  gave  employment  to  all  his  faculties. 
We  think  as  he  did.  We  also  believe  that  the  vigor  of  our  under¬ 
standings;  the  richness  of  our  best  taste;  the  largest  mental  wealth; 
indeed  the  whole  sanctified  man — what  he  remembers,  what  he 
originates,  what  he  knows,  what  he  feels,  what  he  can  do — is  to  be 
given  to  the  great  God,  in  every  service,  whether  of  song,  or  prayer, 
or  preaching,  or  in  worship,  whether  it  be  of  the  lip,  of  the  pen,  or  of 
the  hand;  and  we  wish  to  night  with  the  voice  and  heart  of  the  great 
congregation  to  offer  unto  God  our  best  work,  this  new  sanctuary 
which  He  has  enabled  us  to  build.  From  foundation  to  top-most 
stone,  it  is  his.  We  give  back  to  Him  for  his  worship  and  glory 
what  He  has  enabled  us  to  build.  His  are  all  the  beauty  and  the 
strength  of  this  sanctuary;  his  the  glory  of  truth  uttered;  his  the 
prerogative  to  save  us. 

Let  us  not  forget,  when  we  tread  these  courts,  that  the  Holy  One 
is  here.  Let  the  thoughts  of  all  be  sacred;  let  the  speech  be  tempered 
with  humility.  Let  there  be  no  display  of  vanity,  no  intruding  of 
pride,  no  idle  curiosity,  no  spirit  of  worldliness,  no  invidious  distinction 
here.  “The  Lord  is  in  his  Holy  Temple,  let  all  the  earth  keep  silence 
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before  Him.”  Let  men  forget  their  wealth,  their  social  differences, 
their  superior  talents,  and  feel  that  they  have  eternal  interests  before 
which  all  secular  thoughts  and  things  must  retire.  Be  this  a  people 
loyal  to  sacredness,  to  order,  to  truth  ;  loyal  to  country  in  whose 
most  troubled  history  this  house  has  been  built,  to  the  Redeemer,  to 
God;  a  people  distinguished  for  zeal,  for  moderation,  for  godliness, 
for  brotherly  kindness,  for  faith,  and  for  charity.  “And,  now,  0  Lord 
our  God,  all  this  store  that  we  have  brought  to  build  Thee  a  house  for 
thy  great  name  cometh  of  thy  hand  and  is  all  thine  own.” 

*  Great  and  Holy  God,  who  art  from  everlasting  to  everlasting, 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth  and  sea,  Law-giver,  Defender,  and  Judge 
of  all,  to  Thee  we  dedicate  this  sanctuary.  Here  be  thy  praise 
uttered,  and  thy  glorious  majesty  adored,  till  time  shall  end!  Son  of 
God,  head  over  all  things;  our  righteousnes,  Saviour,  Shepherd, 
High  Priest,  Advocate  and  King,  we  dedicate  this  house  to  Thee! 
Here  sprinkle  thy  redeemed  with  atoning  blood;  here  be  Thou  a 
shadow  from  the  heat  and  a  refuge  from  the  tempest;  and  while  thy 
people  worship  here,  pray  for  them  in  the  Holiest  of  all!  Holy  Ghost, 
proceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  who  didst  overshadow  Jesus  at 
the  Jordan,  and  bless  thy  church  at  the  Pentecost;  Comforter,  In- 
spirer,  Sanctifier,  we  dedicate  this  house  to  Thee!  Here  subdue 
human  hearts,  reveal  truth,  make  Christ  known,  hallow  thy  church 
and  complete  the  glory  of  redemption !  Holy  and  Blessed  Trinity, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  all  in  all — three  persons  in  One  God — 
we  dedicate  this  house  to  Thee  !  Arise,  0  Lord,  into  thy  rest,  Thou 
and  the  ark  of  thy  strength.  Let  thy  ministers  be  clothed  with 
salvation,  and  thy  saints  rejoice  in  goodness. 

“  But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ?  Behold 
the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  Thee.  Flow 
much  less  this  house  which  we  have  builded;  yet  dwellest  Thou  also 
with  him  that  is  of  a  contrite  spirit.  So  be  thine  eyes  opened  toward 
this  house  night  and  day,  even  toward  the  place  of  which  Thou  hast 
said,  “  My  name  shall  be  there,”  and  hearken  Thou  unto  the  supplica¬ 
tions  of  thy  servants,  and  of  thy  people  when  they  shall  pray  in  this 
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place;  and  hear  Thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  and  when  Thou 
hearest,  forgive.”  Dwell  Thou  with  us  in  thy  tabernacle  while  we 
walk  in  the  wilderness.  Then  take  us  up  to  thy  house  in  heaven — 
that  thy  promise  may  be  fulfilled — “They  that  be  planted  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God.” 
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